[The value of anatomo-pathologic examination of the placenta in areas of endemic malaria and low socio-cultural levels].
Determine the sensitivity of the pathology examination of the placenta as a screening examination for malaria and the consequences of this infection on prematurity and birth-weight. Eighty placentas were examined at the Mjunga, Madagascar dispensary at the beginning of the rainy season. The aspect of the placenta was compared with a malaria index and to malaria disease state as a function of parity and anti-malarial prophylaxis used by the mother as well as with the state of the infant. Among the placentas examined, 41.3% were considered normal and abnormal or clearly pathological in 58.7%. Estimating the gestational age on the basis of the histological examination of the amniotic cells was in agreement with the gestational age calculated from the last cycle in 53 cases and in disagreement in 8 cases. The percentage of cases of malaria discovered by the pathology examination (20%) was greater than that after thick swab screening (10%). 75% of the mothers has Plasmodium falciparum infection at the time of delivery and 13.8% of the mothers with negative thick drops had malaria lesions of the placenta. The parity of infected mothers was similar to non infected mothers. All the premature newborns had pathological placentas included 12.5% with malarial lesions. 90% of the hypertrophic newborns had pathological placentas included 50% with malarial lesions. No case of congenital malaria was observed. Pathology examination of the placenta is as sensitive as blood drop tests for screening for malaria. The histological examination of amniotic cells can give a good estimation of gestational age in developing countries.